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Major themes highlighted during the discussion included the following: 
 
 To better integrate the ecological and social science communities and improve looking 

at socio-ecological system functions in climate change for adaptability, the NCA is using 
a risk-based framework for the 2013 report, integrating topics within meetings (e.g., 
urban infrastructure and vulnerability), acquiring more data from human-focused 
agencies (e.g., Census) than previously, as well as bringing people together from 
different communities in process workshops. 

 The goal of the NCA is creating a two-way flow between researchers and decision-
makers. The 2009 report and future NCA products will engage with local and regional 
decision-makers, as much as the NCA’s capacity and legal abilities allow. Creating a 
web-based demonstration product for the 2009 report and a climate portal with 
information from the current and future assessments will allow for increased 
distribution of information. 

 Global change is incorporated into the NCA through the international working group, 
cross-boundary topics (e.g., the Great Lakes), and adaptation efforts. 

 The Ecological Society of America is a good organization for the NCA to engage with 
because the ESA provides a venue for groups to exchange ideas, especially among 
resource managers and across jurisdictions. A major opportunity to engage with the 
NCA is through individuals and organizations within the ESA submitting Expressions of 
Interest to the NCA’s Request for Information call, and participating in the NCA’s longer-
term network building efforts. 


